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Amritsar Vikas
Manch firmly believes §

International ~ Airport,
Amritsar, has a lot of -
potential to be profitable, but there is lack of will on the part of those in
authority to turn its fortunes around. The AVM believes that the adoption
of hub and spoke system is not compatible with Indian conditions.
America is a country with uniformity in population demographics. This
enables all big cities like New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Houston, San
Francisco, Philadelphia and Atlanta to serve as hubs and the smaller cities
to serve as the spoke stations. But India has certain states from which
disproportionately high number of people have immigrated to certain
specific countries and direct air connections between those Indian states
and the foreign countries of their adoption become highly profitable
contended Harjap Singh Aujla, a USA patron of Amritsar Vikas Manch
and an NRI from the United States. Based on his experience of living
for thirty three years in the USA, Mr. Aujla firmly believes that the old
pattern of connectivity adopted by former Indian Airlines is more suitable
for India. Before merger with Air India, Indian Airlines was profitable. It
was connecting North East and Andaman Nikobar islands with Kolkata,
South Indian cities with Chennai and Mumbai and North Indian cities with
New Delhi.

According to Aujla, Amritsar Airport enjoys a unique strategic
location. Nearly two and a half million people from the districts surrounding
this airport are settled in Great Britain, Canada and the United States.
Amritsar is fully capable of generating three hundred passengers for each
of the cities of Birmingham, Toronto, Vancouver and London. But these
flights are sadly not being started by an India based carrier. According to
an American rule of thumb, if a plane can be in the air for fifteen out of
twenty four hours, and it carries eighty percent passenger load, it can never
lose money. Amritsar London and Amritsar Birmingham direct flights can
be completed in twenty hours and can be highly profitable, but none of the
Indian aviation company is taking advantage of these lucrative routes. One
way journey of Vancouver Amritsar flights and Toronto Amritsar flights
can be completed in fifteen hours and can generate handsome profits. If six
planes can be stationed in Amritsar, one each for London and Birmingham
and two each for Toronto and Vancouver, the Amritsar Airport can recover
all its losses and return profit. Only will is needed. If all possible flights
to the Middle - East can be started from Kerala and Ahmedabad Chicago
flights are started, Air India can start generating profits. Using New Delhi
and Mumbai as the exclusive hubs is not a suitable model for Air India.

If direct flights start to UK , vegetables and other eatables can be
export from Amritsar airport. So Air cargo can generate income for the air
port and it will be beneficial for armers also

Dr. Charanjit Singh Gumtala, Professor Mohan Singh, Daljit Singh
Kohli,Dilbhinder Singh from UK, Dev Raj Shrama. Gurmit Singh Bhatti,
Lakhbir Singh Ghuman and others were present in the press conferance.
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Guptaji - an
enlightened educationist

It was a real shock to hear that
YP Gupta is no more. On my every
visit to India, | will make a point
to go and meet him. His smiling
countenance would put everyone
at ease. He would proudly discuss
the achievement of his school, not
only in educational, but athletic and
extra-curricular activities as well. He
was always excited to show-case
the prizes his students had won at
various state and national levels;
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some of them obtrusively displayed
in his office. He went out of his way
to expose his students not only to
the developments in different fields
by inviting scholars/lecturers with
diverse backgrounds, but also by
encouraging and supporting them to
participate in diverse competitions.
Guptaji was true to Bertrand
Russell's edict on education, that
educator has two main objectives:
first to impart skills such as reading
and writing and secondly, to make
students fit to be good citizens.

frgt o® €9 73 Ife As O3 W
HfggH 3 I T3 | fEat yomf frar uAg
famir 3|

g wiFt 8ot ® =t €t
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In my view, Guptaji, unlike many
other educators, exemplified both
consistently well. His passion for
education was equally matched
by his dedication to the uplift of
the society through his active
participation in many organizations.
He will be sorely missed. | extend
my heartfelt condolences to the
entire family. | remain hopeful that
his successors will continue to build
upon the foundation that he has so
painstakingly established.
Jasbir Hanspal
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